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Design engineers turn designs into reality. Without them, a great idea but nothing more than,  ….       well, a great idea. 
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John Paul Gregory is Bentley new Head of Exterior Design

Bentley Motors has 

announced the appointment of John Paul 

Gregory as its new Head of Exterior Design, 

starting with immediate effect.

The British designer, who has worked at 

Bentley for more than eight years, has 

been promoted from his previous role as 

Advanced Exterior Design Leader and 

succeeds Sangyup Lee.

On Gregory’s promotion, Stefan Sielaff, 
Director of Design at Bentley Motors, 

commented: “John Paul’s experience at 

Bentley is invaluable. He brings a passion 

for the brand and a deep understanding 

of the direction we wish to go in. This is an 

important time for the company as we 

look ahead to new models with John 

Paul, alongside our highly-skilled design 

team, bringing many insights and ideas to 

inspire the next great Bentley.”

On his appointment, John Paul 

Gregory commented:
“Bentley has an illustrious 

design history with an instantly 

recognizable, distinctive 

design language, one I am 

already very proud to play a 

part in evolving. I look forward 

to helping shape the next 

chapter and maintaining 

Bentley’s iconic status as a 

creator of luxurious, desirable, 

high performance cars.”

John Paul Gregory

Before joining Bentley in 2008, Gregory 

spent four years as an Exterior Designer for 

Volkswagen in Wolfsburg, following 

completion of a Masters Degree in 

Automotive Design at Hochschule

Pforzheim University in Germany.
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Cadillac Escala Concept

Cadillac has presented the Escala flagship sedan, a show car that gives indication on the 

future design and technology direction.

Escala — Spanish for “scale”— is a concept 

for a larger, more exclusive companion to 

the recently launched 2016 Cadillac CT6. It 

is also the third in a series of concepts 

Cadillac has debuted at Pebble Beach in 

recent years, following the Ciel

convertible (2011) and Elmiraj coupe (2013).

The large 4-door sedan 

features an expansive lift 

back design emphasizing 

the car’s considerable 

scale and versatility. 

Escala features a new and evolved face of 

Cadillac design that will begin appearing 

on production models soon. This includes a 

new expression of Cadillac’s vertical 

lighting, a brand signature since 1948. 

Organic light emitting diode (OLED) lighting 

elements are thinner and set deep within 

the fascia, creating a sinister look, day and 

night.

The Escala Concept utilizes Cadillac’s new 

RWD-centric large luxury car architecture, 

which debuted on the new CT6. The mixed-

material construction enables high levels 

of agility and efficiency.

It is powered by a new 4.2-liter twin-turbo V-

8 engine, a prototype of a new system in 

development for future Cadillac models. 

The advanced engine utilizes Active Fuel 

Management technology, enabling fuel-

saving 4-cylinder operation.

At 210.5 inches in overall length, the 

Escala is roughly 6 inches longer than 

today’s CT6.
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Escala features a “dual personality” interior 

crafted with distinctly different zones: The 

front is about intensely focused modern 

technology, while the rear delivers 

relaxation.

An array of three curved OLED screens is a 

prominent feature in the front of the cabin. 

The very thin, curved displays are layered in 

front of the driver, with the back sides 

wrapped in hand-stitched leather embossed 

with the Cadillac script. The array of screens 

consolidate the traditional “cluster” of driving 

gauges with the “center stack” into one 

integrated unit.

Like all Cadillac models today, the interior 

is assembled using hand cut-and-sewn 

techniques. However, Escala presents 

several new and unique touches, 

blending overt luxury with covert 

technology.

Escala makes broad use of hand-tailored 

fabric on the door trim and seating areas. 

Inspired by suiting material used by Cadillac’s 

partners in the fashion industry, the fabric 

provides a new level of hand-applied 

craftsmanship and color.

It also represents a lab vehicle for testing user 

experience in development for future 

production models. The system features a 

central control module that enables the driver to 

execute tactile commands across the spectrum 

of connectivity functions, in addition to voice 

and gesture control technology.

Cadillac Escala Concept
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Mitsubishi XM Concept previews compact crossover

At the Indonesia International Auto Show 2016 Mitsubishi is unveiling the XM Concept, a 

crossover with a design based on the 2015 eX Concept.

The XM adopts the bold design language of 

the 2015 eX Concept made of muscular 

surfaces and sharp edges, and applies it to 

a crossover body style.

The name combines the words crossover (X) 

and MPV and indicates a focus on flexibility. 

The spacious interior can accommodate 

seven passengers on three seat rows, 

making the XM a possible rival to the Honda 

BR-V.

The production model is expected to be 

built in Indonesia and should be launched in 

late 2017. The XM Concept will be on display 

at the Gaikindo Indonesia international Auto 

Show, from 11 August.
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Aston Martin Vanquish Zagato Volante

Aston Martin has announced the Vanquish Zagato Volante, the open version of the 

sportscar developed in partnership with the Italian design studio.

The announcement was made on the 

occasion of the North American debut of 

the Vanquish Zagato Coupe at the Pebble 

Beach Concours d’ Elegance.

Like its coupe counterpart, which was 

confirmed for production back in June, the 

Vanquish Zagato Volante will be built in a 

limited production run of 99 cars at Aston 

Martin’s headquarters in Gaydon, England.
Previous Aston Martin 

Zagato convertibles have 

included the striking V8 

Vantage Volante, first 

shown in Geneva in 1987 

and the DB AR1 in 2003.

Developed as an open-topped Zagato-

bodied DB7 and also limited to 99 units, the 

2003 DB AR1 was similarly designed for the 

North American market and is considered 

today an established collectible.

Apart from the open cabin, the car shown 

in the images released by Aston Martin is 

exactly the same of the original digital 

renders of the coupe.

Both the coupe and the Volante share an 

enhanced version of Aston Martin’s V12 

powertrain, increasing its output to 592bhp 

with a projected 0-60mph time of 3.7 

seconds.
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Both the coupe and the Volante share an 

enhanced version of Aston Martin’s V12 

powertrain, increasing its output to 592bhp 

with a projected 0-60mph time of 3.7 

seconds.

The twin cowls on the rear deck blend into 

the leading edge of the luggage 

compartment, concealing a bespoke 

folding hood derived from the mechanism 

used in the Vanquish Volante.

“Just like the Coupe, we have 

emphasized the way surfaces 

change and intersect to create a 

muscular form. We’ve 

endeavored to create an 

elegant, flowing shape that really 

works to emphasize the car’s 

sculpted rear haunches,” says 

Aston Martin’s EVP and Chief 

Creative Officer, Marek 

Reichman.

Inside, the Vanquish Zagato Volante

continues the fine tradition of Aston Martin 

craftsmanship. Aston Martin’s specialist ‘Q’ 

division can add further personalization and 

enhancement to a cabin finished with rich 

and highly luxurious materials, including 

herringbone carbon-fibre, anodized bronze 

detailing and the finest Bridge of Weir 

leather.

The Volante features the unique signature ‘Z’ 

quilt pattern stitch on both seat and door 

sections, as well as the celebrated trademark 

Zagato ‘Z’ embossed on the headrests and 

stitched into the center console.

Aston Martin Vanquish Zagato Volante
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Vision Mercedes-Maybach 6 is a six-meter-long electric super-coupe

At the Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance Mercedes-Benz has revealed the Vision 

Mercedes-Maybach 6, a large, sleek coupe with an extreme design and an electric 

drivetrain.

The 2+2-seater pays homage to the 

age of the aero coupes, 

reinterpreting the past in an extreme 

way. Measuring 5700/2100/1328 

millimeters, the coupe aims 

at representing “the ultimate in 

luxury”.

The concept is the first luxury coupe in 

the series of visionary design show cars, 

including the Vision EnerG-Force (Los 

Angeles, November 2012), AMG Vision 

Gran Turismo (Sunnyvale, 2013) 

and Vision Tokyo (Tokyo, 2015).

The exterior design is characterized by 

sensual, pure forms, combined with classic –

and exaggerated – aesthetic proportions: 

an extremely long hood, low roof line and 

rearward positioning of the greenhouse.

Clearly defined 

contours and 

organically formed 

fenders stand in 

contrast to the sharply 

drawn, extended 

feature line on each 

side which defines the 

upper vehicle body 

from the radiator grille 

across the entire length 

of the vehicle to the 

rear.
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At the same time the shape is aerodynamically 

effective: even without aids such as spoilers, the 

airflow hugs the contours of the vehicle body and 

breaks away very late at the tail end of the 

vehicle. Additional technical and aesthetic 

highlights are the narrow lights, partially 

transparent rims and the retro-inspired split rear 

window.

Inspired by a pinstriped suit, the grille is a 

reinterpretation of the Mercedes-Maybach 

radiator grille – it features fine, vertical struts 

and rests on two aerodynamically shaped 

supports on the outer right and left of the 

bumper.

There is also a striking contrast between the 

Maybach red paintwork and the chrome 

strips which sit above the wheel arches and in 

the center of the hood and trunk lid.

A further highlight is provided by the gullwing 

doors, a hallmark Mercedes design element 

which has been brought up to date.

Above this sit the two extremely shallow rear 

windows (“split window”). Further distinctive 

features at the rear include the diffuser with 

aluminum frame and the air outlets behind 

the wheel arches.

Vision Mercedes-Maybach 6 is a six-meter-long electric super-coupe

The extended, round “boat tail” format of the 

Vision Mercedes-Maybach 6’s rear recalls a 

luxury yacht, and narrow tail lamps which 

emphasize the width of the vehicle are 

integrated in its outer edges.
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The interior of the Vision Mercedes-

Maybach 6 combines a futuristic design with 

classic, premium materials and finishes.

The new “inside out” spatial 

design adds a particular touch 

of finesse.

The sitting surface forms a horizontal, 

which transitions into the vertical of the 

doors and finally becomes the underside 

of the dashboard wing. As a contrast to 

the digital world of the displays, elm is 

used in the floor area, creating a refined 

yachting look. Elm is the palest open-pore 

wood which Mercedes-Benz is currently 

working on for series use.

It is equipped with four compact permanent 

magnet synchronous electric motors, for an 

all-wheel drive transmission. The output of the 

drive system, which is currently in series 

development, is 738 hp (550 kW or 750 

European hp). The shallow underfloor battery 

has a usable capacity of approx. 80 kWh. This 

not only allows performance characteristics 

typical of a sports car (acceleration from 0-62 

mph in less than four seconds, but also a range 

of over 200 miles according to EPA (over 500 

kilometers according to the NEDC).

Vision Mercedes-Maybach 6 is a six-meter-long electric super-coupe

The 

dashboard 

wing curves 

across the 

door trim into 

the seat 

landscape, 

creating a 

360° lounge.
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Designers envision future autonomous trucks for Audi

Artem Smirnov and Vladimir Panchenko have created two proposal of a futuristic 

autonomous truck for Audi.
For their project, designer Artem

Smirnov and digital modeler Vladimir 

Panchenko have come up with two 
different proposals: an electric truck 

conceived for highway autonomous 

driving and an extreme show truck 

concept.

The first truck concept, designed for long distance 

transport
Ultimately they decided to develop both the ideas 

which have turned out to be high quality concepts, 

each with a different yet consistent design 

language.

The second concept is an extreme, 

futuristic show truck. The so-called Plan 
A uses a surface treatment made of 

razor-sharp edges and almost flat 

surfaces, which combined with the 

curved front end volume contribute to a 

distinctive, industrial-inspired look.

The Plan B concept, on the other 

end, is characterized by an organic 

surfacing, with clean, curved 

shapes that seem to effortlessly flow 

into each other.
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BMW DesignWorks & Puma create shoe inspired by the Gina Concept

BMW Designworks and Puma have created the X-CAT DISC, a shoe with a stretchable and 

super-light material inspired by the 2008 Gina Concept.

The X-CAT DISC, which joins Puma’s 

DISC footwear range, was created by 

a collaboration between the 

sportswear company and BMW Group 

subsidiary DesignWorks.

The starting points for this project were the flexible, 

ergonomic and lightweight GINA material as well 

as Puma’s reinvented, lighter and faster-working 

DISC technology.

Instead of using laces, this system works 

with a rotating disc that pulls internal 

wires to close and open the shoe. 

Using only one thin layer of stretchable 

and super-light GINA material, the 

shoe wraps around the foot like a 

second skin.

Additional seams are no longer 

necessary and dynamic 

movement feels very natural. 

Since a new material not only 

allows new shapes but also 

enables a different way of 

thinking about movement, Design 

works embarked on a new 

approach to motion.

The X-CAT DISC is about essential 

character, lightweight design, 

adaptability and performance. In the 

spirit of GINA, the designers treated the 

foot as a kind of chassis in itself.
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They re-engineered the original 

automotive material to ensure it 

was breathable and sufficiently 

durable to meet the needs of a 

shoe that wraps around the foot in 

a single piece. Uniting beauty and 

performance, they created a light 

shoe with a very simple design 

gesture.

Automotive design thinking is evident in the 

proportions and in the simplicity that prevents it from 

competing with too many other design features.

Fine, laser-cut perforations flow across the front of the 

X-CAT, underlining the impression of motion while 

adding ventilation.

Another design cue 

taken from the original 

GINA concept is the 

functional aesthetic of 

revealing the underlying 

structure when 

tightening the shoe.

“The approach was to look at every 

aspect of making a shoe and to try and 

reimagine it. Freeing yourself of what is 

here now can be an enjoyable and 

rewarding exercise. Typically, it also 

speeds up change,” says Adrian van 

Hooydonk, Senior Vice President BMW 
Group Design.

BMW DesignWorks & Puma create shoe inspired by the Gina Concept

The designers 

also re-thought 

the concept 

for the sole and 

the Puma DISC, 

applying BMW 

engineering 

approaches to 

add greater 

precision. 

They viewed the sole as the 

engine of the foot, the driver of 

movement. This produced a 

unique design which was inspired 

by interconnecting gears and 

integrates both engineered 

flexibility and interlinked stability.
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STUDENT’S CORNER
DAuto Training Yield
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DAuto Training Yield

More info about training:

Toll Free # 18001234011 

E-mail : training@dauto.co.in

STUDENT’S CORNER



16Visit us at www.dauto.co.in

(August 2016 Edition)

CONNECT


